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October 6, 2008

Ambassador Dennis Richardson
Embassy of Australia

1601 Massachusetts Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Dear Ambassador Richardson:

I am very concerned about actions by the Australian government against
Noel Washington. I request the Australian government end its’ harassment of Mr.
Washington immediately.

Noel Washington is the Senior Vice President of the Victorian Construction
Branch of the Construction Forestry Mining and Energy Union (CFMEU) of
Australia. Mr. Washington is scheduled to go on trial December 2, 2008, for
refusing to attend an interrogation by the Australian Building and Construction
Commission.

This harassment of Mr. Washington for fulfilling his obligations to defend
the rights of members of the CFMEU is unacceptable and a violation of
international labor standards under the International Labor Organization.
Prosecution of Union leaders who take action to defend rights and safety at work
directly contradicts what I know otherwise to be a strong democracy in Australia.
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Please pass my concerns on to the appropriate leaders of your government.

Sincerely,

es P. Hoffa
General President
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cc: Dave Noonan, National Secretary, CFMEU
Anita Normark, General Secretary, Building and Woodworkers International



